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Inspirational Yosemite

Half Dome is one of the iconic landmarks of Yosemite
National Park. Last month the Oakland veterans had the good
fortune to paint from photos taken by Michael Friedland

who had just returned from teaching there this October.
Michael demonstrated how to make things dimensional. We
worked on our paintings letting colors mix on the paper to
establish the Half Dome shape. Michael reminded us that
color was relative, for example, not all skies need to be blue.

Oakland VA

As the group sketched from the photos, the conversation
went to who visits Yosemite. Michael had discovered that
visitors were (pretty much) either tourists or rock climbers.
Many employees of the park are serious rock climbers. After
dark one can see lights on the face of El Capitan where the
climbers spend the nights hanging from the wall in slings.
Most of us wondered at rock climbers’ motivations.

Community Outreach

The first of the vets to share his work had greatly simplified
the landscape to just a slab of rock, surrounded by a yellow
sky and a plain minimal foreground. He went on to tell a tale
of how he first scaled Half Dome when he was nine years
old. Then when eleven years old he scaled Half Dome rope
free. Furthermore, at fifteen made his first rescue. We were
all amazed and dumbfounded to learn this until he broke
out laughing and we realized that he was pulling our leg. His
tall tale had enriched his artwork and got us all laughing.

The rest of the group had worked at truer, more realistic
interpretations of the valley floor, trees and rising rock
formations. We found that a range of values increased
our success, but as always we had plenty more to
experience in the wide world of watercolor painting.

Sheila Cain
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Martinez VA

% Community Outreach

Volunteer with Community Outreach
and help bring the wonders of creativity
to your community.

Call Sheila Cain (510) 845-0863
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% Community Outreach

The Memory Project with John Swett High School

For further information, check out memoryproject.org.

HOME & NEXT »


https://www.memoryproject.org/

0 Community Outreach

Thank you California Watercolor Association

Every year CWA juries and awards
student artworks at the Alameda
County Fair. This year we received
a thank you letter from a high
school student that I want to share
with you. It shows how important
our CWA organization can be to a

young person. This letter has made
Night Terrors by Aaliyah Gholamipour
me proud to work for and be a

member of California Watercolor

Association.

Sheila Cain
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